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A Year of Virtual Learning Like No Other  
By– Madeline Forster Gr. 6 

We have all had a hard time this year with all the stuff going on with virtual 
learning. Computers not working, internet down, missing assignments, ran-

somware, etc. We’ve had all of 
those things and so let’s get a quick 
recap of the year! As you all know 
we had a ransomware attack on 

BCPS. Teachers and staff were try-
ing so hard to get everything to 
work. Google meets and assign-

ments were stopped for like 1 or 2 
weeks. I the end much was lost for-
ever and teachers had to exchange 

their old infected devices for 
“wiped” ones. It seemed that next Covid started to calm down and the powers 
running the school system decided it would be best to have students return in 
cohorts. I know what I was thinking “What are COHORTS?”. After a bunch of 
meetings and emails teachers, parents, and students started to understand 

better. Soon we went back to school with only half going on Monday and Tues-
day and the other half going on Thursday and Friday. Wednesdays were still 
asynchronous only. Even though we went back into school everything was 
different. There were assigned seats in lunch, six feet of separation, masks, 
hand sanitizer, wiping desks after leaving, no lockers, etc. Things are always 
changing but we do have information about next year. Students will be back 
but there is also an option for full virtual… and it is a commitment for the en-
tire year! I am glad to be back and I cannot believe there will ever be another 
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“They had to do an incredibly dangerous job before but now they also had to 
do it while avoiding Covid-19.” 

Frontline Workers: The Real Heroes!!                 
By–  N’Naya Simmons, Gr. 7 

Frontline workers were important before 

the pandemic, but I think even more im-

portant now. There are three occupations 

that I think should be thanked: store 

clerks, first responders, and health care 

workers. When you first think about 

“Frontline Workers” do store clerks come 

to mind? Some might say yes but most 

will say no. What makes them frontline 

workers? Well, they provided some basic 

human needs like food, drinks, prescrip-

tions, hygiene products and more. They 

did all this when the pandemic was really 

raging so they deserve a big thank you. 

First responders never got a chance to 

take a break and their chances were and 

still are high of getting sick. You think iso-

lating yourself from friends is hard but try 

not being around your family because 

you’re not sure what you may have 

caught during the workday. Health care 

workers are at even higher risk because 

they must be near their sick patients. 

They had to be emotionally and mentally 

ready every day because they never knew 

what the day would bring. First respond-

ers like Police, EMTs, and firefighters still 

had to do an incredibly dangerous job but 

now they had to do it while avoiding 

Covid-19! So, take a moment out of your 

day to say thank you and keep all this in 

mind if you run into a first responder! 
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Top 3 best movies of 2021    By: Sidney Brown 

Hey there everyone! We are only through five months of 2021, but in this article I am going to tell 
you what I think are the three best movies of the year so far.  So here they are……………... 
  

My choice for the third best movie of the year so far is “Raya and the Last Dragon”.  In this 
fun movie by Walt Disney Animation, it is up to an un-
expected hero to save the world. Long ago, in the fan-
tasy world of Kumandra, humans and dragons lived 
together in harmony. However, when sinister mon-
sters known as the Druun threatened the land, the 
dragons sacrificed themselves to save humanity. Now, 
500 years later, those same monsters have returned, 
and it’s up to a lone warrior to track down the last 
dragon and stop the Druun for good.  
  

Coming in at number two on 
my list is “Tom & Jerry The Movie”.  If you ever enjoyed these clas-
sic cartoon characters, then the movie version is probably for you 
too.  This movie made by Warner Bros. Pictures is just like the clas-
sic cat chases mouse game they played in the cartoon episodes. A 
legendary rivalry reemerges when Jerry moves into New York City's 
finest hotel on the eve of the wedding of the century, forcing the 
desperate event planner to hire Tom to get rid of him. As mayhem 
ensues, the escalating cat-and-mouse battle soon threatens to de-
stroy her career, the wedding, and possibly the hotel itself.  

   

And finally, my pick for the number one best movie of 
this year so far is “Godzilla vs. Kong”.  In this movie, 
made by Legendary Pictures, Kong and his protectors 
undertake a perilous journey to find his true home. 
Along for the ride is Jia, an orphaned girl who has a 
unique and powerful bond with the mighty beast. 
However, they soon find themselves in the path of an 
enraged Godzilla as he cuts a swath of destruction 
across the globe. The initial confrontation between 
the two titans only teases the final battle when the 

two monsters team up! Let’s just say there is only ONE Godzilla!!!!!!!!! 
  

Alright, so there you have it, my picks for the top three movies of the year so far! I tried 
hard not to spoil the endings and so if you want to know them get out and see them! 
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Ingredients 
1. 5 avocados 

2. 2 tomatoes 

3. 1 large or 2 small    

jalapenos 

4. 1 small red onion 

5. 1 lime 

6. 1 bunch of cilantro 

Recipe Instructions 
1. Slice and scoop out 

the flesh from the avo-

cados and mash in a 

large bowl with a fork. 

2. Cut the lime in half 

and squeeze the juice 

into the mashed avoca-

do – mix until 

combined. 

3. Dice the red onion 

and add to the large 

bowl. 

4. Cut the tomatoes 

into fours and take out 

the seeds, then dice the 

tomatoes and add 

them into the bowl. 

5. De-seed the jalapeno 

then dice and add to 

the bowl. 

6. Wash your hands! 

(Do not touch your face 

until this step is done!) 

7. Chop the cilantro and 

add it to the bowl. 

8. Stir to combine all 

the ingredients and en-

joy! 

Ella’s Cooking Corner — Guacamole! 
By Ella Maddalone 

 

Heyyyy SRMS! I’m back 
with a new recipe! Can you 
guess? Well, its guacamo-
le! Now before I give you 
what I consider the best 
guacamole recipe ever, 
let's start with some his-
tory! The avocado, which 
is the main ingredient, 
originated in South Cen-
tral America.  This led to 
guacamole being created 
by the Aztecs who inhab-
ited that region. Guaca-
mole is also one of the 
foods that holds lots of 
health benefits. It has 
lots of potassium which is 
an essential nutrient for 
our bodies regulating 
their blood pressure and 
balancing their fluids lev-
els.  Now, as we already 
know, guacamole was cre-

ated by the Aztecs, but 
what you probably don’t 
know is how long ago that 
was. It was 16 centuries 
ago. Now that’s a long 
time! The recipe has had 
many updates and more 
ingredients added over 
the years, just like my 
family’s recipe.  Back 
when it was first created 
guacamole was made by 
just mashing tomatoes, 
onions, and avocados. Now 
time for my recipe! 
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HAVE A GREAT  
SUMMER BREAK  

STEMMERS RUN!!!! 
AFTER THIS YEAR WE 
ALL DESERVE IT!!!!!!!! 
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